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1 Proposal and proponent details 

Proposal Title: 
Hamersley Iron Dampier Port Upgrade to a Throughput 
Capacity of 145 Million tonnes per annum 

Statement Number: 770 

Proponent Name: Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited 

Business Number: 49 004 558 276 

 
 

2 Statement of compliance details 

Reporting Period: 1 January to 31 December 2025 

 

Implementation phase(s) during reporting period:  

Pre-construction  Construction  Operation  Decommissioning  

 

Were all implementation conditions and/or procedures of the Statement complied with within the 
reporting period? 

No  Yes  

 
 

3 Audit table 

Details of compliance with each condition under Ministerial Statement 770 and each Key Characteristic are 
presented in Table 1 and Table 2 respectively. 
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3.1 Details of non-compliance(s) and/or potential non-compliance(s) 

 

Which implementation condition or procedure was non-compliant or potentially non-compliant? 

Condition 6-10 

Was the implementation condition or procedure non-compliant or potentially non-compliant? 

Non-compliant 

On what date(s) did the non-compliance or potential non-compliance occur (if applicable)? 

13 March 2025 

Was this non-compliance or potential non-compliance reported to the General Manager, DWER? 

 Yes  Reported to DWER verbally Date: 

  Reported to DWER in writing Date: 14 March 2025 

Our ref: 20250308 

 No 

What are the details of the non-compliance or potential non-compliance and where relevant, the extent of 
and impacts associated with the non-compliance or potential non-compliance? 

On Saturday 8 March 2025, the 24- for dust was exceeded at the Dampier 
Tapered Element Oscillating Microbalance (TEOM) monitoring station and confirmed in the Dampier Daily 
Dust report received on 9 March 2025. This dust level exceedance was reported to DWER on the 14 March 
2025. According to Schedule 3, 2(4), dust exceedances recorded are required to be submitted to the CEO 
within five days of being recorded. 

What is the precise location where the non-compliance or potential non-compliance occurred (if applicable)? 
(please provide this information as a map or GIS co-ordinates) 

Not Applicable 

What was the cause(s) of the non-compliance or potential non-compliance? 

The five-day reporting requirement was exceeded due to the Site Environmental Advisor not being on duty 
over the weekend. This resulted in a delay in the commencement of the internal investigation process 
required to confirm the exceedance and subsequently report.  

What remedial and/or corrective action(s), if any, were taken or are proposed to be taken in response to the 
non-compliance or potential non-compliance? 

Operational staff have been upskilled to triage Dampier Daily Dust report to determine if reporting will likely 
be required. This allows the commencement of the internal investigation process in the absence of the Site 
Environment Advisor being on duty.  

What measures, if any, were in place to prevent the non-compliance or potential non-compliance before it 
occurred? What, if any, amendments have been made to those measures to prevent re-occurrence? 

The Dust Management Plan (RTIO-HSE-0102086) outlines the exceedance investigation and reporting 
process. Operational staff have been upskilled in implementing the process in the absence of the Site 
Environment Advisor being on duty.  

Please provide information/documentation collected and recorded in relation to this implementation 
condition or procedure: 

 in the reporting period addressed in this Statement of Compliance; and 

 as outlined in the approved Compliance Assessment Plan for the Statement addressed in this 
Statement of Compliance. 

(the above information may be provided as an attachment) 

Not Applicable 
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Which implementation condition or procedure was non-compliant or potentially non-compliant? 

Condition 6-10 

Was the implementation condition or procedure non-compliant or potentially non-compliant? 

Non-compliant 

On what date(s) did the non-compliance or potential non-compliance occur (if applicable)? 

October 2025 

Was this non-compliance or potential non-compliance reported to the General Manager, DWER? 

 Yes  Reported to DWER verbally Date: 

  Reported to DWER in writing Date:  
 No 

What are the details of the non-compliance or potential non-compliance and where relevant, the extent of 
and impacts associated with the non-compliance or potential non-compliance? 

The Dust Management Plan outlines the key types of dust controls to be applied across the Port. The 
controls detailed are not exhaustive but reference the requirement for water spray systems on conveyors 
and mobile plant (stackers, reclaimer, ship-loaders) and the use of cannons on ore stockpiles.  

An internal audit of water sprays and cannons was conducted on East Intercourse Island (EII) from 27th to 
29th October 2025. The audit identified that: 

 A number of conveyors do not have water spray systems installed, which has been identified as a 
deviation from the design of the conveyors, but requires further investigation to determine if required 
in order to appropriately manage dust.  

 Water spray systems on four of the five conveyor transfer chutes had significantly deviated from the 
design and the resultant effectiveness of dust suppression requires further investigation.  

 Water spray systems on the reclaimers are not currently operational and minor maintenance is 
required on water spray systems installed on the stackers and ship-loaders to improve effectiveness 
of dust suppression.  

 Water cannons along three of six stockyard runways are not currently operational as they are 
isolated due to low water pressure.    

The current dust suppression in place is not considered to result in a material impact to Dampier Town as 
there were ten PM10 24-hour average exceedances of the 50ug/m3 limit in the reporting period and only two 
of these events are likely to have been a result of dust contributed from EII operations. All other exceedances 
were deemed to be of a result of high background dust levels or sea haze.   

What is the precise location where the non-compliance or potential non-compliance occurred (if applicable)? 
(please provide this information as a map or GIS co-ordinates) 

Various locations across EII.  

What was the cause(s) of the non-compliance or potential non-compliance? 

The contributing factors impacting the effectiveness of the dust suppression is under investigation but it is 
likely that at EII: 

 Changes to the design of dust suppression systems over time have not been accurately recorded 
and further investigation required to confirm that current design aligns with best practices for 
industry standards. 

 Variation from the recorded design has impacted the effectiveness of maintenance tactics as in 
some instances it is unclear to what design the dust suppression infrastructure is to the be 
maintained to meet.  
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 Water infrastructure across the stockyards has reached end of life resulting in lower water pressure 
and impacts to the effective operation of some canons.     

What remedial and/or corrective action(s), if any, were taken or are proposed to be taken in response to the 
non-compliance or potential non-compliance? 

The redesign of the dust suppression systems across EII, including conveyors, transfer chutes and mobile 
plant, is currently underway with the updated design to be completed in 2027 and subsequently upgraded 
or replaced where required, through subsequent annual capital planning processes. 
 
An interim targeted campaign to improve the current dust suppression will be completed in 2026 to: 

 Replace the existing water infrastructure across the stockyards to improve water pressure and 
ensure all canons are operating effectively.  

 Update the maintenance tactics to align to the current design of dust suppression infrastructure to 
ensure all current dust suppression maintained to operate effectively.   

 Reinstate dust suppression on the stackers and undertake minor maintenance of dust suppression 
on the reclaimers and ship-loaders.  

 

The ongoing monitoring of dust levels at Dampier Town will continue to be undertaken and additional 
escalating dust controls applied as per the Trigger, Action and Response Plan (TARP). 

What measures, if any, were in place to prevent the non-compliance or potential non-compliance before it 
occurred? What, if any, amendments have been made to those measures to prevent re-occurrence? 

The Dust Management Plan outlines the key types of dust controls and the accountabilities for maintaining 
dust control infrastructure. Maintenance tactics are applied through a work management system to ensure 
regular inspection and maintenance is completed. The design records will be updated to ensure that 
maintenance tactics can be applied effectively.   

Please provide information/documentation collected and recorded in relation to this implementation 
condition or procedure: 

 in the reporting period addressed in this Statement of Compliance; and 

 as outlined in the approved Compliance Assessment Plan for the Statement addressed in this 
Statement of Compliance. 

(the above information may be provided as an attachment) 

Not Applicable 
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5 Appendices 

Appendix 1: Dust remediation works (improvement plan) at Dampier for 2025 as required by 
Schedule 3, Obligation 2-1 of Ministerial Statement 770 

Table 6: Progress of dust improvement initiative during this reporting period 

Action Status 

East Intercourse Island Dust Collector Replacement  

A pre-feasability assessment was initiated to scope the replacement of the EII 
screenhouse dust collector systems in 2022. This assessment continued in 2024 and 
identified a number of rectification options available to complete in 2026-2027 to improve 
the system.  

 

Rehabilitation of open areas 

Open dust generating areas available to rehab were identified in 2023 and accepted into 
plan in 2024. 16Ha of identified open areas are schedule to be rehabilitated in 2026.   

 

Reuses Bitterns. 

Rainstorm have been engaged throughout 2025 for application of mag chloride on 
unsealed road to assist in minimizing dust emissions 

 

 
Where: Objective achieved Objective status not yet known Objective not achieved 
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Appendix 2: Example of the advertising of the Rio Tinto community contact number 

Advertisements presented to stakeholders for various project meetings for 2025. 

 

 

 

 


